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PARISH LIFE  

Vasilopita Celebration 

2012 PC Affirmation 

New Year¢s Dinner Olympic Gyros Lunch 

May the Lord 
grant all of us a 
blessed, healthy 
and  prosperous 

2012!!! 



Dear Parishioners of our Beloved Assumption, 
 

Greetings in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
 

Recently, one of the faithful came to my office and offered me a little advice.  

I was told that we, as a parish, needed to find a way to fundraise more so that 

the members didnõt have to give so much.  Effectively, I was being told that 

the Quad Cities community should financially support our parish.  My 

response was that the faithful of our parish, who have been so amply blessed, 

should be so thankful to the Lord for all that each of us is given that we far 

exceed our budget with stewardship offerings.  It is in this way that we may 

more greatly reach out to those who have been marginalized: the homeless, the 

abused, the unemployed, the imprisoned and so many others who are 

struggling.  It is our privilege as faithful Christians to offer all that we have to 

help all those who have been created in His image. 
 

This year I commend our parishioners for such a great increase in our 

stewardship pledges.  I say commend you, not thank you, because we are not 

giving to the Lord and His Church of ourselves, but offering back to Him a 

part of what He has given us.  So I commend you for your spiritual growth 

that has led to the greater offerings of time, talent and treasures. 
 

St. John Chrysostom asks us, òIs the parish your world, or is the world your 

parish?ó  This question epitomizes how we view who should support our 

parish.  Are we to be supported by the world or are we to support the world.  

If we are to be a beacon of light òset on a lampstandó (Luke 11:33) for all to 

see, it must be by our òlove for one anotheró (John 

13:35), even those who are not members of our 

parish, that we will be recognized as being of Him. 

 

Praying that the Lord continue to bless us in this 

new year with health and prosperity, I remain, 

 
In Christõs Love, 

 
Rev. Father Jon Boukis 

PROISTAMENOS 

PASTORAL MESSAGE 



ORTHODOX BIBLE STUDY 
The Orthodox Bible Study  will meet 

on Monday Evenings from 6:00pm -

7:30pm and on Thursday Mornings 

from 9:30am -11:00am to study the 

Book of Acts.  We will also study the 

lives of the Apostles.  

 

Bible Study is an opportunity for us to 

apply the Scriptures to our everyday 

lives.  The Bible is the òGood Newsó 

that enriches our faith and deepens our understanding of 

every issue that we face.  This can only be done through 

obtaining the mind of the Holy Fathers.  Let the scripture 

come alive in your life today!!!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
³Cereal Club´ 

Each month our Sunday School children of the level 2 class 

will each bring in a box of cereal to aid in the fight against 

hunger in the Quad Cities.  The cereal will be delivered to 

different food pantries and charities throughout the year. 

 

  
All children with cumulative attendance of 80% or 

better have òhit the markó and will be listed monthly 

in the Agape News .  Congratulations to:  

Vasilia Boukis 

Anthony Gorman 

Elianna Lovejoy 

Naina Ninan 

Naveen Ninan 

Peter Stopoulos  

Tony Stopoulos  

Stephanie Theofilis  

Gmbn_pclrqØ Sslb_w gq Fc`ps_pw 12!!! 



MARDI GRAS 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 
мǎǘ [ƻǳƛǎ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǝƴƻǳ 

мǎǘ !ƭŜȄ ¸ŀǊŜƳŀ 

нƴŘ Yƻǎǘŀǎ ¢ƘŜƻŬƭƛǎ 

оǊŘ aŜƭƛǎǎŀ aŜƪǳǎ 

пǘƘ .ƛƭƭ tŀƴƻǳǎŜǎ 

сǘƘ 9ƴȊƻ tŀǎǎƛƴƛ 

млǘƘ {ǘŀŎȅ hƭǾŜǊŀ 

моǘƘ .ŜǎǎƛŜ [ŜƳŜƴ 

мсǘƘ Wƻŀƴ {ǘƻǇƻǳƭƻǎ 

мтǘƘ !ƴƴ YŀƴŘƛǎ 

мтǘƘ CǊΦ .ŀǎƛƭ tŀǇŀƴƛƪƻƭƻŀǳ 

мтǘƘ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ {ǘŀƪŜƴ 

мтǘƘ bƛŎƪ {ǘŀƪŜƴ 

мфǘƘ {ǇƛǊƻ 5ƻƪƻƭŀǎ 

нпǘƘ  WƻƘƴ bƛƪƻƭƻǇƻǳƭƻǎ 

нрǘƘ aƛƪŜ YŀƴŘƛǎ 

нфǘƘ bƛŎƪ Yƻƴǘƻǎ 

млǘƘ IŀǊŀƭŀƳōƻǎ мтǘƘ ¢ƘŜƻŘƻǊŜ κ ¢ƘŜƻŘƻǊŀ 

Just a few Saints (Namedays) commemorated in February...  

The Parish of St. George has 
invited us to come and enjoy the 
Mardi Gras celebration with them 
as an Orthodox Family of the 
Quad Cites.  We have also been 
most generously asked to bring 
Silent Auction Items that will 
benefit the Parish of the 
Assumption. 

Please consider donating an 
item or a basket to aid in the 
ministries of our Beloved Parish. 

Put February 18th on your 
calendar and come and enjoy 
the food, fellowship and fun of 
our last åHoorahæ before Great 
and Holy Lent. 



GOLDEN CIRCLE 

Next Philoptochos Meeting is Sunday, 

Feb. 12th  following the Divine Liturgy.  

DONATIONS 
Thank you to Davenport Family 

Restaurant, Quad Cities USA Family 

Restaurant and all those who cooked 

and helped to make the New Yearõs 

Dinner a great success.  God Bless 

You All! 
 

Thank you to John Arvanitis for 

donating all of the ingredients and 

sweets for the Vasilopita celebration.  

ǉǟǩǜ Ǖǯǭǫǧǚ!!! 
 

Thank you to Ludmilla Cherevko for 

repairing the Altar Server Robes.  May 

God Bless the works of your hands. 
 

Thank you to Tom and Georgia 

Kouris for donating bottles for the 

Agiasmos.  God Bless your offerings! 

RUMMAGE SALE  
Itõs never too early to donate to 

the rummage sale.  We have 

made space in the garage to 

store your clean, gently used 
treasures  until  August.  Please 

bring  them in a closed box so 

they can be stacked in the 

garage.  You may bring them on 

Sundays.  Leave them in your car 

and you can unload 

them into the 

garage during 

coffee hour.  

PHILOPTOCHOS 

Breakfast   for   Lunch  
 

On Sunday, February 12th, the Golden Circle will be 
preparing breakfast for us to enjoy during fellowship 
hour.  The proceeds of the breakfast will be donated 
to the parish for our blessed ministries.  

 

Come and enjoy eggs, sausage 
and pancakes prepared fresh 
in our kitchen by our master 
chefs. 
 

$7 per person  



Stewardship Pledges received as of  January 31, 2012 

STEWARDSHIP 2012 

Haline Akulow 

Orest Akulow 

Kulla Anggeloplos 

John Arvanitis 

Michael and Nancy Avgenackis 

Fr. Jon and Presbytera Doreece Boukis 

Ludmilla Cherevko 

Victor and Judy Cherevko 

Abraham and Molly Chirackal 

Ashor Chirackal 

Harry and Susan Coin 

Dennis and Pam Collier 

Dr. Costas and Yvonne Constantinou 

Miltos and Cathy Diakogeorgiou 

Angie Dokolas 

Nicholas Fotiadis 

Gus and Toula Fotos 

Michael and Elizabeth Gorman 

Elizabeth Gregory 

Pete and Arlene Gust 

John Haney 

Mike and Helen Haney 

Justin and Andromahi Harrison 

Jim Jannes 

Deno and Dr. Ann Kandis 

Francis Kandis 

Mike and Terri Kandis 

Dr. George and Sherry Kontos 

Alex and Diane Lamacki 

Judy Larson 

Robert and Bessie Lemen 

Thomas Lingris 

Georgia and Roger Lovejoy 

Celia Lubbers 

Christ and Susan Mekus 

Demos Mekus 

Denny and Molly Mekus 

Dale and Erica Melchin 

Matt Miller 

Bill and Linda Minas 

Michael and Roseann Monn 

Katherine Moraetes 

Biju and Sholly Ninan 

Angela Olvera 

Chris Panouses 

Katherine Panouses 

Spiros and Carol Pappaspiros 

Christ and Helen Petaros 

Jimmy Pliakos 

Louis and Toula Poulimas 

Steve Pyevich 

David L. Ray 

Colette Spurgetis 

Frank Spurgetis 

Soc Spurgetis 

Paraskevi Stamatoukos 

Anthony and Joan Stopoulos 

Jim and Kristel Stopoulos 

Bill and Tracey Theofilis 

John and Tricia Thodos 

Frank Vretis 

61 Stewardship Pledges received for a total of: 

$107,172 
These 61 stewards pledged $88,266 in 2011 - an $18,906 (17.7%) 

increase for these stewards alone - an average of $1,850 per family!!! 
 

Approximately $69,200 to go to have a balanced budgeté 
 

If the other 40 stewards of 2011 increased by the same percentage, our total 
pledges for 2012 would be $146,482!!!  Of course not all should increase, but some 
should increase 10 fold.  We must give to the extent that we are thankful to God. 



THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 
Commemorated February 2 

 

When the most pure Mother and 

Ever-Virgin Mary's forty days of 

purification had been fulfilled, she 

took her first-born Son to 

Jerusalem on this, the fortieth day 

after His birth, that she might 

present Him in the temple 

according to the Law of Moses, 

which teaches that every first-born 

male child be dedicated to God, 

and also that she might offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtle-doves 

or two young pigeons, as required by the Law (Luke 2:22-24; 

Exod. 13:2; Lev. 12:6-8). On this same day, a just and devout man, 

the greatly aged Symeon, was also present in the temple, being 

guided by the Holy Spirit. For a long time, this man had been 

awaiting the salvation of God, and he had been informed by 

divine revelation that he would not die until he beheld the Lord's 

Christ. Thus, when he beheld Him at that time and took Him up 

into his aged arms, he gave glory to God, singing: "Now lettest 

Thou Thy servant depart in peace, O Master. . ." And he 

confessed that he would close his eyes joyfully, since he had seen 

the Light of revelation for the nations and the Glory of Israel 

(Luke 2:25-32). From ancient times, the Holy Church has retained 

this tradition of the churching of the mother and new-born child 

on the fortieth day and of the reading of prayers of purification.  



SAINT THEODORE THE COMMANDER 
Commemorated February 8 

 

The holy Martyr Theodore was from 
Euchaita of Galatia and dwelt in Heraclea 
of Pontus. He was a renowned commander 
in the military, and the report came to the 
Emperor Licinius that he was a Christian 
and abominated the idols. Licinius therefore 
sent certain men to him from Nicomedia, 
to honor him and ask him to appear before 
him. Through them, however, Saint 
Theodore sent back a message that it was 
necessary for various reasons, that Licinius 
come to Heraclea. Licinius, seeing in this a 
hope of turning Saint Theodore away from 
Christ did as was asked of him. 
 

When the Emperor came to Heraclea, Saint Theodore met him with 
honor, and the Emperor in turn gave Theodore his hand, believing that 
through him he would be able to draw the Christians to the worship of his 
idols. Seated upon his throne in the midst of the people, he publicly bade 
Theodore offer sacrifice to the gods. But Theodore asked that the emperor 
entrust him with the most venerable of his gods, those of gold and silver, 
that he might take them home and himself attend upon them that evening, 
promising that the following day he would honor them in public. The 
Emperor, filled with joy at these tidings, gave command that Theodore's 
request be fulfilled. 
 

When the Saint had taken the idols home, he broke them in pieces and 
distributed the gold and silver to the poor by night. The next day a 
centurion named Maxentius told Licinius that he had seen a pauper pass by 
carrying the head of Artemis. Saint Theodore, far from repenting of this, 
confessed Christ boldly. Licinius, in an uncontainable fury, had the Saint 
put to many torments, then crucified. While upon the cross, the holy 
Martyr was further tormented -- his privy parts were cut off, he was shot 
with arrows, his eyes were put out, and he was left on the cross to die. The 
next day Licinius sent men to take his corpse and cast it into the sea; but 
they found the Saint alive and perfectly whole. Through this, many 
believed in Christ. Seeing his own men turning to Christ, and the city in an 
uproar, Licinius had Theodore beheaded, about the year 320. The Saint's 
holy relics were returned to his ancestral home on June 8, which is also a 
feast of the Great Martyr Theodore. 


